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In 1887 the brig Para arrived at Cairns to repatriate 250 
Kanakas who had served their three-year term and to return 
with new recruits. The Para tied up at the Hambledon Plantation 
wharf owned by Swallow and Derham. John Swallow, the 
youngest son of the founder of Hambledon Plantation, was to go 
on the Para. His instructions from his father were brief — make 
certain that only healthy Kanakas, strong enough to last out 
their three-year term, were recruited. The wage bill at the strug-
gling plantation was far too high — the landed cost of each 
Kanaka was £25. 
Douglas Rannie, Government Agent on the Para, recorded the 
voyage in his book My Adventures Among South Sea Cannibals. 
The Para was surveyed to carry only 200 Kanakas. Whilst 
alterations were being made to accommodate 250 Kanakas, Ran-
nie took up residence in the "Bachelors ' Quar te r s" at 
Hambledon. 
About this time the fledgling sugar industry was depressed, 
and in 1888 the first of many Royal Commissions was appointed. 
Its mandate was to inquire into the general conditions of the 
sugar industry and to report upon the causes which led to the 
languishing conditions throughout the Colony of Queensland. 
Evidence was taken in Cairns on 14 and 15 January 1889 and two 
of the witnesses were Thomas Fulton Swallow and William 
Henry Swallow, both of Hambledon Plantation. The report of 
the Royal Commission sets out in full the whole of the evidence 
given before i t making it a detailed historical treasure trove. 
In 1890, Lady Eileen Knox, younger daughter of Lord Ran-
furley, a Governor of New Zealand and Lady Ranfurley, was 
staying at Hambledon Plantation, writing to her husband. Her 
charming and observant letters were published in A Flower 
For reference to author of this paper, see footnote to paper entitled "The Two 
Companions" in this issue. 
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Hunter in Queensland and New Zealand. Both Mrs. Rowan (Lady 
Knox) and the report of the Royal Commission use the spelling 
Hambleton. 
In October 1881 Thomas H. Swallow took up the first of the 
blocks of land which were to constitute Hambledon Plantation 
and on which he was to build his stately home. In Trinity 
Phoenix, Dorothy Jones writes "the House was built on the divide 
between McKinnon and Stoney Creeks, it was on the Chalet 
style, pre-fabricated in San Francisco. It was later expanded and 
so resembled a double Chalet. Fresh water for the house came in 
pipes from Isobel Falls". These falls are on what is now known as 
Collinson's Creek. 
Rannie entered the following in his journal: 
"Situated on a gentle rise about a mile from the mill was 
the residence of Mr. Swallow, senior. It was an ideal tropi-
cal bungalow. Built on piles and surrounded by fine broad 
verandas, one would always enjoy some nice cool shady 
place. If the breeze were from land, as it generally was at 
night one had the benefit of the delicious cool, balmy air 
laden with the sweet f)erfume of some flowering shrub, or 
the fragrance fiom the blossom of the many citius tiees. 
The heat fiom the mid-day sun was usually tempered by 
the fiesh sea breeze which swept up the valley from the 
ocean. The bungalow was surrounded by an extensive and 
beautiful fruit and flower garden, in which grew in endless 
variety trees and shrubs and flowers and plants, gathered 
and brought here from every part of the world. Mr. 
Swallow, who spent each winter season in this beautiful 
northern home, spared no expense to make it one of the 
most pleasant and charming in all Austialia. 
"Our stay at Hambledon was made most enjoyable by 
parties of all sorts, excursions, picnics, rides and drives. We 
met several mobs of aboriginals during our excursions. At 
that time they had not degenerated to the level of the poor 
wretched objects of humanity one so frequently sees about 
the centres of civilisation further south". 
Painting was another talent of Lady Knox. Her painting of the 
double chalet appears in her book, and in the distant background 
is the unmistakable Pyramid at Gordonvale. 
She Wrote to her husband: 
"Hambledon Sugar Plantation, ten miles from Cairns, 
from which I now write, is one of the most beautiful places 
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I have seen in Queensland. The house which is very pretty 
and comfortable, is in an almost perfect situation at the foot 
of the mountains, with a magnificent view of them all 
round. The plantation itself lies in a valley below, and one 
can see Cairns by the sea ten miles away in front. The wild, 
rich, tropical vegetation is all round, and it is tantalising to 
see the Bellenden Ker ranges so close without being able to 
go up and explore them. I can only send you sketches and 
give you a rough outline of what this lovely country is like. 
There are oranges, lemons, bananas, tamarinds, pine-
apples, melons, granadilas, and custard apples, ripe in the 
garden, the latter fruit I have only now tasted for the first 
time. It was a large one. I ate it all, and the rich, creamy 
flavour satisfied me so much that I have never managed a 
second. It is much cooler here than in Cairns. 
"Before going further, however, I must not forget to tell 
you of a rather insane midnight ride I had to see a cor-
roboree of really wild natives. Would I be tired? Would I be 
frightened? Would I mind a rough journey? — and 
numerous other thoughtful inquiries were made, but you 
Hambledon residence, about three-quarters of a mile south from the present 
Hambledon Sugar MiU. 
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know well enough what my answere were. Would I say no 
to a trip to the moon if I thought I could get there?" 
The midnight ride took her through the Pyramid sugar planta-
tion. She wrote: 
"It seemed cruel that so much enterprise and money 
(over £200,000) should be wasted and lost because of the 
doing away with black labour . . . . the more I see of this 
Northern Coast climate, the more impossible it seems to be 
that white labour can ever be much utilised or relied upon 
to do physical work amid such moisture and under such a 
sun". 
A vivid description of the midnight ride and the corroboree 
appear in her book together with the painting of the corroboree. 
But that is a different story and we must return to Hambledon 
Plantation, and the evidence given to the Royal Commission. 
AXES AND MUSCLES 
In seven short years after taking up the first virgin block of 
scrub the plantation had grown to 6000 acres; 900 acres were 
growing cane, of which 400 were irrigated. The 1888 season 
looked promising and was estimated to yield 1700 tons of sugar 
(not cane) but the season was poor and the yield was only 1100 
tons of sugar and some molasses. This was in the era prior to the 
concept of central sugar mills, and Hambledon Plantation owned 
and operated its own mill. In addition to cane there were 100 
acres of bananas, 20 acres of pineapples, 20 acres of fruit trees, 
consisting of 2000 orange tiees, 100 lemon tiees, 500 citron trees, 
400 coffee trees and 500 lime frees, two acres of peanuts, four 
acres of ginger, one acre of rosellas, 150 coconut trees and three 
acres of "different kinds of things". 
This is a staggering achievement in so short a time. No chain-
saw or bulldozer could be called in aid to fell and clear the scrub 
and forest; all they could call in aid were their axes, their muscles 
and their 70 horses. 
By the end of 1888 the total capital invested was £180,000, 
which included mill machinery at a cost of £33,000. No return 
had been received on this huge investment and none was in 
sight. Expenditure was running along at £ 23,500 a year. The 
wages bill alone was £18,000. 
The plantation employed 32 whites, 29 Chinese, six Javanese 
and 176 Kanakas. The plantation really needed 300 Kanakas, but 
the depressed economic conditions allowed only 176 to be 
employed. 
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Each Kanaka was paid i.6l5l- a year plus keep. The Javanese 
received £11-1- a week plus free meat and they boarded them-
selves. The Chinese found for themselves, and their lowest wage 
was £1/5/- a week. Weekly wages for white men ranged from 42/ 
6d to £4 for the first engineer. 
The land was cleared and burnt off by the Chinese. The prac-
tice of using Chinese to so clear was continued in this area for 
many decades. Initial cultivation between the stumps was done 
by the Chinese with the hoe. After the stumps had rotted and the 
land was ready for the plough the whites then gave the working 
of the land their personal attention. Ploughing was done by 
whites, but all other field work among the cane was done by the 
Kanakas. The universal belief was that the white men could not 
successfully engage in heavy physical outdoor work in the tro-
pics. 
On this the evidence of T. F. Swallow is illuminating: 
What description of labour have you found most suitable 
for field work in the cultivation of sugar? — Kanakas. 
Have you tried the employment of European labour in 
field work? — No. I have never had a chance of getting 
them; — they have never offered themselves for that work. 
We tried to get some of them to work on the fields but they 
said that work was only fit for a nigger. 
Then coloured labour on this plantation is strictly con-
fined to field work amongst the cane? — Yes, we could not 
trouble to teach them anything else. 
How many acres of cane do you cultivate for each black 
labourer employed on the plantation? — We have 176 
Kanakas and 900 acres under crops. 
Is that number sufficient to work the plantation? — Oh 
no. 
How many acres are allowed to each Kanaka? — Kanaka 
labour is very expensive up here and we are compelled to 
do the work with as few as we possibly can. By doing this 
the proprietors save money in the first place, but lose it in 
the second because we do not get the quantity of sugar we 
would if we had more hands. But we are not prepared to go 
further into it as it is so expensive. 
By Mr. King: What area of land can one Kanaka culti-
vate? — That is difficult to say because the Kanakas come 
here when the land is all planted. 
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How many Kanakas would keep the place going as it is at 
present and do it properly? — I should say 300. 
That is about 3 acres to a Kanaka? — Yes. 
By the Chairman: Now having had experience with 
European labour, could you say how many Europeans 
would be required to cultivate 900 acres of sugar? — Well I 
can only say what I know about Europeans. I went into 
Cairns on one occasion to see some Europeans. But Mr. 
Loradin of the Pyramid Plantation took them and after tiy-
ing them they all deserted with the exception of one. 
By Mr. King: Do you think that if you had your land in a 
condition that you could use agricultural machinery on i t 
Europeans would then be able to cultivate it? — They could 
do some of it. But I do not think they could do the trashing 
and hoeing, and there is always some banking to do after 
the ploughing. White men do all our ploughing now. We 
plough between all our rows of cane unless it is plant cane, 
and that work is all done by white men. 
Do the blacks employed in the field work suffer in 
health? - No. 
Is the climate adapted for them? — Yes. 
Do you think that field work would affect the health of 
Europeans if they were employed in it? — Yes there is no 
doubt about it. 
How ? — It affects our men here — our overseers — who 
are accustomed to it. 
In what way do they suffer? — They complain of fever. 
A VENTURE INTO FRUIT 
Another problem was the grub, which was to remain uncon-
quered for another 60 years. But despite their problems the yield 
was 18 tons of cane per acre, from the cheribon, rose bamboo and 
rappoe varieties. 
T. F. Swallow's evidence was confined to the sugar activities of 
the plantation. W. H. Swallow gave evidence of the fruit cultiva-
tion of which he was the manager. Their main problem was get-
ting the fruit to the market. The plantation made its own large 
cases at a cost of l/4d each and the fruit was consigned in these 
cases to Melbourne. Ultimately Swallow and Ariel in Melbourne 
bought the empty cases for 1/- each as the cases had been 
designed to meet the end requirements of Swallow and Ariel. 
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Wharf and tramline six miles up Cairns Inlet. The tramline ran from 
Hambledon Plantation. 
On 11 December 1888 they shipped to Melbourne 160 cases of 
bananas averaging 19 to 20 dozen to the case, 140 cases of 
pineapples (2 dozen to the case) and 8 cases of mangoes (20 
dozen to the case). Their fate is best described in a letter the 
father of W. H. Swallow wrote to the shipping company, a copy 
of which was tendered to the Royal Commission: 
"Dear Sirs, 
Our firm in Cairns shipped us by s.s. Bulimba on the 11th 
instant 318 cases of fruit. These cases were made expressly 
for carrying fruit, having openings on the top and the bot-
tom to admit of the air getting to the fruit. Your officers of 
the Bulimba had these cases put down under the hatches 
and packed as closely together as possible (the same as 
ordinary merchandise would be packed) thus losing the 
advantage of the cases having openings left for the air to get 
at the fruit. The Bulimba had scarcely any cargo, and of 
course there was plenty of room to stack the cases in the 
proper way. We also find the whole of the shipment of fruit 
was kept down under the hatches the whole of the journey 
from Cairns to Melbourne, although on the same voyage a 
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large quantity of cases of fruit were taken on board at 
Sydney and brought to Melbourne on deck. The result of 
the treatment our fruit received was that it was almost com-
pletely destroyed, very little of which being of use and the 
greater quantity had to be carted from your steamer to the 
manure depot. 
"Had our fruit arrived in good order, which it would but 
for the treatment above stated, it would have sold at 8s. per 
case, which would amount to f.l27/4s. As the blame is 
entirely yours, in all fairness you should pay us for our loss. 
We here mention that this is not the first time we have been 
similarly treated. 
Yours faithfully, 
SWALLOW AND DERHAM. 
"Messrs. William Siddeley & Co., agents for the Aus-
tralian United Steam Navigation Co. Ltd., Melbourne. 
"P.S. — We will send our claim in a few days, less the 
amount our agent Mr. Daff, gets for what he is trying to 
sell out of our shipment". 
Again the efficiency of labour, white, Chinese and Kanaka was 
canvassed and W. H. Swallow gave this evidence to the Royal 
Commission: 
"What labour do you principally use in the cultivation of 
your fruit? — Chinese and Kanaka. 
Which do you prefer? — For weeding and working 
amongst the bananas I prefer Kanakas; and for weeding of 
all sorts amongst oranges I prefer Kanakas; but if it is a 
matter of planting, then I prefer the Chinese. The reason is 
that the Kanakas have not had the experience, but I have no 
doubt they can be taught and would be quite as good as the 
Chinamen. 
Have you ever tried it with white men? — Yes we have 
tried gardening with white men. 
With what result? — We could never do any good with 
them at all. We were continually changing and had to give 
it up. 
By Mr. King: What was the reason for the changing? — 
The men said they could not do the work, and they did not 
take any interest in the work. They said it was too hot and 
they were not well. If I went down suddenly at any time I 
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used to find them resting and smoking. In fact, I would not 
take charge of the fruit at all if I had to do it with white 
labour. 
Are you engaged in the preservation of fruit as well? — 
Yes. 
By the Chairman: Will you state what fruit you preserved 
and by what process? — We preserve bananas by drying 
them with hot air, and also clarifying them with sugar. 
Also lemons, citrons and orange peel, ginger — preserved 
in syrup. As a matter of fact the lemons and orange peel is 
not candied, it is preserved in syrup. We also preserve cum-
quats. 
How do you prepare and pack the preserved bananas 
you make? — We peel the bananas and split them by cut-
ting them down the centre, and dry them by a hot air pro-
cess according to the ripeness of the banana, from four to 
five hours. We then send them down in bulk to Melbourne 
for our people there to put up in packages of 1 lb. each. We 
have another kind which we call preserved bananas. These 
are boiled in syrup and then put on a tray to allow the 
syrup to drain off, after which they are dusted over with a 
little powdered sugar and then put in 1 lb. packets. Both 
these packages are put up in specially prepared paper and 
wrapped up on the outside with tinfoil. 
Have you found the returns from the sale of this fruit 
(bananas) sufficiently remunerative to justify the continu-
ance of the industry? — Yes, so much so that we are putting 
up a large building and a large evaporator so that we may 
go into it on a bigger scale. 
From your past experience of this industry of drying 
bananas by this process, do you think there is an unlimited 
market for the sale of the preserved and dried fruit? — Out 
of Queensland, yes. I think it is a market that has got to be 
made. I think that there will be an unlimited market". 
The plantation turned to preserving fruit and had great hopes 
for its success. The plantation designed its new evaporator, 
which had the capacity to dry 200 bunches of bananas a day, 
averaging 12 dozen to the bunch. Seven bananas made 1 lb. of 
dried bananas. In this evidence Swallow stated that there were 
lots of places in Victoria where people never saw a banana and 
did not know what a banana looked like. 
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He testified: "I had been in country districts where you could 
not see a banana for 12 months. There is a big trade on those 
places, for dried bananas and pineapples". 
But the big trade in dried bananas did not develop, and in 
February 1891 this amazing pioneering plantation was sold to R. 
A. Kingsford at a fraction of its cost. 
